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INTRODUCTION

Sunnah means way or practice. In Islamic terminology, it refers to any
act performed, verbally encouraged, or sanctioned by the Messenger
of Allah # by being performed in his presence or knowledge and not
being disapproved of. This is also known as Hadith.

The wisdom of the Prophet #, since the dawn of his mission, served to
inspire, guide, enlighten, and heal millions through the journey of life.

The book in your hands is a compilation of a hundred Ahadith (plural
of hadith), of mostly the second type of Sunnah, words of advice and
teachings related to man and his relationship with his Maker, fellow
human beings, and himself, i.e. something which can be implicated in
day to day life.

The main purpose of this compilation is that the reader is able to
memorize and practice the Ahadith. The Messenger of Allah % said,
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“He who learns forty Ahadith with regards to my Ummah,

in relationship to religious injunctions,

Allah will raise him as a Faqih (Jurist),

and | will be an intercessor and a witness for him

on the Day of Judgment.”
al Bayhaqi in Shua™bul Iman



It is to facilitate this that only short Ahadith have been included. Also
only those have been chosen where the meaning of the Hadith is
apparent, to facilitate easy understanding.

The readershould try and memorize the minimum forty Ahadith, so he
or she can be fortunate enough to receive the intercessions of the
Prophet 4. However, the reader is encouraged that after memorising
forty Ahadith, he/she does not stop there, but continues to memorise
the words of the Prophet . It is hoped that this will create an affinity
and asense of longing for the Prophet 4.
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LA YADKHULUL JANNATA QATI‘.

“One who breaks ties of kinship will not enter paradise.”
al-Bukhari
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‘AHIBBA LIN-NASI MA TUHIBBU LI NAFSIK.

“Love for humanity what you love for yourself.”
Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal
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B IDHA SARRATKA HASANATUKA
WA SA’ATKA SAYYPATUK, FA ‘ANTA MU’MIN.

“If your good deeds please you, and your sins distress you,

you are a believer.”
al-Hakim
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‘IDHA ‘ATAKUM KARIMU QAWMIN FA ‘AKRIMUH.
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“If a nation's dignitary visits, honour him.”
Ibn Majah

(5)
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‘IDHAS-TA'DHANA ‘AHADUKUM THALATHAN

FA LAM YU’DHAN LAHU,
FAL YARJI'.
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“If one of you seeks permission to enter three times
and permission is not granted, he should return (leave).”

al Bukhari
(6)
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‘IZHAD FID-DUNYA YUHIBBUKAL-LAH.
WAZ-HAD FI MA 'INDAN-NASI YUHIBBUKAN-NAS.

“Abstain from this world, and Allah will love you.

Abstain from what people own, and people will love you.”
al Hakim
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‘AK-THARU KHATAYAB-NI ‘ADAMA FI LISANIH.

“The Majority of man's sins originate from his tongue.”
Mu’jam al-Kabir of at-Tabarani
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‘AL-‘AMANATU TAJLIBUR-RIZQA,
WAL KHIYANATU TAJLIBUL FAQR.

“Faithfulness enriches and treachery impoverishes.”
al-Firdaws
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‘AN-NADMU TAWBAH.

“Remorse is repentance.”
Sahih Ibn Hibban
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‘AL "IDATU DAYN.

“A promise is a debt.”
al-Mu"jam al-’Awsat of at-Tabarani
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BARAKATUT-TA-"AMI
‘AL-WUDU’U QABLAHU WAL WUDU’U BA'DAH.

“The blessing of food is in washing before and after it.”
at-Tirmidhi
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TAHADU TAHABBU.

“Exchange gifts with one another, mutual love arises.”
al-Bayhaqi al-Kubra
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‘AZ-ZINA YORITHUL FAQR.

“Fornication begets poverty.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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SAMMIL-LAH, WA KUL BI YAMINIKA
WA KUL MIMMA YALIK.

“Say God’s name; and eat with your right hand
and eat (from that part/place) which is closest to you.”

al-Bukhari
(15)
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‘AS-SALAMU QABLAL KALAM.
“Extend greetings before talking.”
at-Tirmidhi



‘AS-STYAMU JUNNAH.

“Fasting is a shield.”

Muslim
(17)
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KULLU MA'RUFIN SADAQAH.
“Every good deed is charity.”
al-Bukhari

(18)
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AD-DUA'U BAYNAL ‘ADHANI WAL ‘IQAMATI LA YURADD.

“The du”a (supplication) made between

Adhan and Igamabh is not rejected.”
Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah
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TALABU KASBIL HALALI FARIDATUN BA'DAL FARIDAH.

“To earn Halal is a Fard (necessity) after the other Fard acts.”
al-Bayhaqi
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AS-SALATU NURUL MU’MIN.

“Salah is the light of the Mu’min (believer).”
Musnad Abu Ya'la
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LA YAJLIS BAYNA RAJULAYNI ‘ILLA BI 'IDH-NIHIMA.
“One should not sit between two people

except with their permission.”
Abu Dawud
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HUBBUD-DUNYA RA'SU KULLI KHATI'AH.

“The love of the world is the root of all sin.”

al Bayhaqi
(23)
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‘UDHKURU N!A]_-I/_XSINA MAWTAKUM
WA KUFFU "AN MASAWI-"IHIM.

“Remember the good qualities of your dead,

and refrain from mentioning their failings.”
Sahih ibn Hibban
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LA TASHRABIL KHAMR,

FA ‘INNAHU MIFTAHU KULLI SHARR.

“Do not drink alcohol, for it is the key to all evil.”
Ibn Majah
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YADUL-LAHI MA'AL JAMA'AH.

“God's (protective) Hand is with the group.”
at-Tirmidhi

(26)
P P TR
1% 05 0§ s

2
-~

QULIL HAQQA WA 'IN KANA MURRA.

“Speak the truth even though it may be bitter.”
Sahih ibn Hibban

(27)
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‘INNA MIN HUSNI ‘ISLAMIL MAR’I
TARKUHU MA LA YA'NIH.
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“The beauty of a man's Islam is leaving

those things that do not concern him.”
Sahih ibn Hibban
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DA' MA YURIBUKA 'ILA MA LA YURIBUK.

“Leave that which makes you doubtful for what does not.”
Sunan al-Kubra
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HUJIBATIN-NARU BISH-SHAHWATI
WA HUJIBATIL JANNATU BIL MAKARIH.

“The Fire (of Hell) is cloaked (concealed) with (man’s) desires

and Paradise is cloaked with (what man) detests.”
al-Bukhari
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YUB'ATHU KULLU 'ABDIN "ALA MA MATA "ALAYH.
“Every servant (of God) will be resurrected

in the state in which he died.”

Muslim
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B ‘AYATUL MUNAFIQI THALATH_,
‘IDHA HADDATHA KADHABA, WA ‘IDHA WA'ADA
‘AKHLAFA, WA ‘IDHA’TUMINA KHANA.

“The characteristics of a hypocrite are three:
When he speaks, he lies; when he gives his word, he contradicts it;

and when he is help in trust, he is untrustworthy.”
al-Bukhari

(32)
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LA YU'MINU 'AHADUKUM HATTA YUHIBBA LI ‘AKHIHI
MA YUHIBBU LI NAFSIH.

“None of you is a true believer until he desires for his brother

what he desires for himself.”
al-Bukhari

(33)
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‘ITTAQIL-LAHA HAYTHUMA KUNTA.
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“Fear Allah wherever you are.”
al-Mu"jam al-Kabir
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MAL-LA YARHAM LA YURHAM.

“He who shows no mercy, will not be shown any mercy.”
al-Bukhari

(35)
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LA YADKHULUL JANNATA
MAL-LA YA’MANU JARUHU BAWA’IQAH.
“He whose neighbour is not safe from his evil

will not enter paradise."
Muslim
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LAYSA MINNA MAL-LAM YARHAM SAGHIRANA
WA LAM YUWAQQIR KABIRANA.

“He is not from amongst us, who shows no mercy to the young,

and no respect to the old”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘AL-MAR'U MA'A MAN ‘AHABB.

“A person is (resurrected) with whom he loves.”
al-Bukhari

(38)
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‘AKTHIRU DHIKRA HADHIMIL LADH-DHAT,
YA'NI ‘AL-MAWT.

“Remember frequently the destroyer of pleasures - i.e. death.”
at-Tirmidhi

(39)
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‘INNAL-LAHA RAFIQUN
YUHIBBUR-RIFQA FIL ‘AMRI KULLIH.

“God is compassionate and He loves compassion in all things.”
al-Bukhari
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‘AL-HAYA’U LA YA'TI ‘ILLA BI KHAYR.

“Modesty only brings good.”
al-Bukhari

(41)
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MIFTAHUL JANNATI ‘AS-SALATU,
WA MIFTAHUS-SALATI ‘AL WUDU".

“The key to paradise is Salah and the key to Salah is Wuda.”
at-Tirmidhi
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'AD-DU'A"U MUKH-KHUL 'IBADAH.

“Du’a’ (supplication) is the root of all worship.”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘AD-DUNYA SIJNUL MU'MINI WA JANNATUL KAFIR.

“This world is a prison for the believer,

and a paradise for the disbeliever.”
Muslim
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MAL-LAM YAS’ALIL-LAHA YAGHDAB "ALAYH.

“God becomes angry with him who does not ask from Him.”
at-Tirmidhi

(45)

‘AT-TA’IBU MINADH-DHAMBI KAMAL-LA DHAMBA LAH.

“He who repents from sin, is like he who has not sinned.”
al-Bayhaqi
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‘INNAL-LAHA LA YANZURU ‘ILA ‘AJSADIKUM,
_ WA LA ‘ILA SUWARIKUM,
WA LAKIY-YANZURU ‘ILA QULUBIKUM.

Ce

!

“Verily Allah does not look at your body

and not at your appearance, but he looks at your hearts.”
Muslim

(47)
Ll 5 P g - - q /,/
A8 55 2 7 I bl
‘AL-BADI'U BIS-SALAM, BART'UM-MINAL KIBR.

“The person who initiates Salam is free from pride.”
Shua*b al-Iman
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YA ‘AYYUHAN-NASU TUBU ‘ILAL-LAH,
FA ‘INNI ‘ATUBU FIL YAWMI ‘ILAYHI MI’ATA MARRAH.

“O people turn to Allah and repent.

Indeed I turn to him a hundred times a day in repentance.”
Muslim

(49)
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MATHALUL—L:AD_HT YADHKURU RABBAHU
WAL-LADHI LA YADHKURU RABBAH,
MATHALUL HAYYI WAL MAYYIT.

“The example of he who remembers his Lord and he who does not,

is like the living and the dead.”
al-Bukhari
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‘A-HABBUL ‘A’MALI ‘ILAL-LAHI TA"ALA
‘ADWAMUHA WA ‘IN QALLA.

“The most beloved deed according to Allah, the most high, is that
which is frequent, even though the deed may be little in quantity.”

Muslim
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TALABUL ILMI FARIDATUN "ALA KULLI MUSLIM.

“The seeking of knowledge is compulsory upon every Muslim.”
Ibn Majah

(52)
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‘AL-HAYA’U SHU'BATUM-MINAL ‘IMAN.

“Modesty is a branch of Iman.”
Sunan al-Kubra
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RIDAR-RABBI FI RIDAL WALID,
WA SAKHATUR-RABBI FI SAKHATIL WALID.

“The pleasure of the Lord is in the Pleasure of the father,

and the wrath of the Lord is in the anger of the father.”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘AL-’ANATU MINAL-LAHI _
WAL "UJLATU MINASH-SHAYTAN.

“Forbearance is from God

and haste is from Shaytan (the devil).”
at-Tirmidhi
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AT-TAHURU SHATRUL ‘IMAN.

“Cleanliness is a part of Iman.”
Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah

(56)
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‘AZ-ZULMU ZULUMATUY-YAWMAL QIYAMAH.

“Oppression is a source of darkness on the day of judgment.”
al-Bukhari
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HUBBUKASH-SHAY'A YU MI WA YUSIMM.

“Your love for something blinds and deafens.”
Abu Dawud

(58)
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KAFFARATUDH-DHAMBIN-NADAMAH.
“The expiation of sin is remorse.”
Mu’jam al-Kabir

(59)
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‘AL-JUMU'ATU HAJJUL MASAKIN.

“Friday is the Hajj of the poor.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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‘AL-MASJIDU BAYTU KULLI TAQIYY.

“The Masjid is the home of all God-fearing people.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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‘AL-HAYA’U KHAYRUN KULLUH.

“Modesty in it's entirety is good.”

Muslim
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‘AL-JANNATU TAHTA ‘AQDAMIL ‘UMMAHAT.

“Paradise lies under the mother's feet.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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KHAYRUKUM MAN TA-"ALLAMAL QUR’ANA
WA "ALLAMAH.

“The best amongst you is he who learns the Qur'an and teaches it.”

al-Bukhari
(64)
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MIN HUSNIS-SALATI ‘IQAMATUS-SAFF.
“Straightening the rows is from the beauty of Salah.”
al-Hakim
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‘INNAMAL QABRU RAWDATUM-MIR-RIYADIL JANNAH,
‘AW HUFRATUM-MIN HUFARIN-NAR.

“Verily the grave is a garden from the gardens of paradise,

or a pit from the pits of hell.”
at-Tirmidhi
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KUN FID-DUNYA KA ‘ANNAKA GHARIBUN

‘AW "ABIRU SABIL.

“Live in this world as if you are a stranger or a traveller.”
al-Bukhari

(67)
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‘INNA RASULAL-LAHI KANA YA'KULU

BI THALATHI ‘ASABI', FA ‘IDHA FARAGHA LA'IQAHA.

The Messenger would eat with three fingers
and when he would finish he would lick them clean.

Muslim
(68)
ﬁ P - A d P
KULLU MUSKIRIN HARAM.
“All intoxicants are forbidden.”
al-Bukhari
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LA YADKHULUL JANNATA JASADUN
GHUDHIYA MINAL HARAM.

“The body nourished with Haram will not enter paradise.”
al-Mu”jam al-Awsat
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‘AS-SADAQATU 'ALAL QARABATI
SADAQATUW-WA SILAH.

“Giving to your family is charity and building ties
(and so rewarded twice).”
al-Mu'jam al-Kabir
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‘INNAL-LAHA L1§ YANZURU ‘IL[\
MAN JARRA ‘IZARAHU BATARA.

“Allah will show no consideration to him

who drags his trousers (below the ankles) due to pride.”
Muslim
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‘AWWALU MA YOUDA'U FIL MIZANIL KHULUQUL HASAN.

“The first thing to be placed in the scale will be good manners.”
Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah
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‘AL MU’MINU ‘AKHUL MU’MIN.

“A Mu’min (believer) is a brother of a Mu’'min.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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‘AT-TAJIRUS-SADU_QI_JL ‘AMINU MA‘AN-NABIYYiNA
WAS-SIDDIQINA WASH-SHUHADA’.

“An honest and trustworthy businessman will be resurrected with

the Prophets, the Righteous and the Martyrs.”
at-Tirmidhi
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MAN SAMATA NAJA.

“He who remains silent saves himself.”
at-Tirmidhi

(76)
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‘AS-SABRU NISFUL ‘IMAN
WAL YAQINUL ‘IMANU KULLUH.

“Sabr (patience) is half of Iman and Yaqin (conviction) is full Iman.”
Musnad ash-Shihab)

(77)
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LAYSASH-SHADIDU BIS-SUR'AH, ‘INNAMASH-SHADIDU
MAY-YAMLIKU NAFSAHU 'INDAL GHADAB.

“The strongman is not he who is able to wrestle,

but rather the strong one is he who is able to control his anger.”
al-Bukhari
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‘AL-GHIBATU ‘A-SHADDU MINAZ-ZINA.

“Backbiting is worse than fornication.”
al-Mu”jam al-Awsat

MAN SHAHIDA ‘AL-LA ‘ILAHA ‘II_‘LAL-LA_HU
WA ‘ANNA MUHAMMADAR-RASULUL-LAH,
HARRAMAL-LAHU "ALAYHIN-NAR

“Whoever bears witness that there is no God but Allah
and that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger,

Allah will keep him safe from the fire of Hell.”
Muslim

(80)
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LAYSA SHAY’UN ‘AKRAMA "ALAL-LAHI MINAD-DU'A".

“Nothing is more beloved to Allah than Du" a - supplication.”
Ibn Hibban
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‘INNAS-SADAQATA LA TUTFI-’U GHADABAR-RABBI
WA TADFA'U AN MITATIS-SU".

“(Optional) charity extinguishes the Lord's Anger

and saves one from a horrible death.”
at-Tirmidhi

(82)

SOATEA K TR I I

-

‘INNA ‘AWLAN-NASI BIL-LAHI
MAN BADA->’AHUM BIS-SALAM.

“The closest person to Allah is he who begins with Salam.”

Aba Dawtd
(83)
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'AD-DINUN-NASTHAH.
“The Religion (Islam) is to act with sincerity.”
Muslim
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MAY-YUHRAMUR-RIFQA YUHRAMUL KHAYR .

“Whoever is deprived of gentleness is deprived of goodness.”

Muslim
(85)
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‘INNAS-SA'IDA LI MAN JUNNIBAL FITAN.
“Fortunate is he who has been saved from trials.”

Abu Dawad

(86)
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‘AL-MU’MINU MA’LAFUN,
WA LA KHAYRA FI MAL-LA YA’LIFU WA LA YU’LAF.

“The believer is compassionate, and there is no good in him who is

not compassionate, and thus is not shown compassion.
al-Bayhaqi
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‘INNAD-DALLA "ALAL KHAYRI KA FA'ILIH.

“He who leads towards a good deed is as he who is doing it.”
at-Tirmidhi

(88)
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‘AT'IMUL JA’T', WA "UDUL MARID, WA FUKKUL "ANI.

“Feed the hungry, visit the sick and free captives.”
al-Bukhari

(89)
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LA TUZHIRISH-SHAMATATA LI ‘AKHIKA,
FA YARHAMAHUL-LAHU WA YABTALIK.

“Do not be gleeful over your brother(’s misfortunes),

for God may have mercy on him and afflict you.”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘AT-TA'IMUSH-SHAKIRU BI MANZILATIS-SA’IMIS-SABIR.

“One who eats and is thankful is as one who fasts and is patient.”
at-Tirmidhi
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TUBA LI MAW-WAJADA
FI KITABIHIS-TIGHFARAN KATHIRA.

“Clad tidings for he who finds numerous

supplication of forgiveness in his book of deeds.”
as-Sunan al-Kubra
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KULLU BANI ‘ADAMA KHATTA’UNA
WA KHAYRUL KHATTA’INAT-TAWWABUN.

“All the children of Adam are wrongdoers,

but the best wrongdoers are those who repent.”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘AL-MUSTASHARU MU’TAMAN.

“The consultant is in a position of trust.”
at-Tirmidhi
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‘INNAR-RIZQA LA YATLUBUL "ABDA
KAMA YATLUBUHU ‘AJALUH.
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“Livelihood seeks a person out in the same way

that his death seeks him out.”
Sahih ibn Hibban

(95)
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‘INNAR-RAJULA LA YUHRAMUR-RIZQA
BIDH-DHAMBI YUSIBUH.
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“A person is deprived of sustenance

because of the sins he commits.”
Musnad ash-Shihab
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MAN ‘'AZZA THUKLA KUSIYA BURDAN FIL JANNAH.
“He who consoles a bereaved mother will be cloaked

with a garment in paradise.”
at-Tirmidhi

(97)
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LA TUNZA'UR-RAHMATU ‘ILLA MIN SHAQIYY.

“Mercy is not taken away except from a wretched person.”
Abu Dawud

(98)

w /

el 15 2 22 &6

-

S

LA TA’DHAL-LI MAL-LAM YABDA’ BIS-SALAM.

“Do not grant permission (to enter a house) to that person

who does not begin with (the greeting of) Salam.”
Shu*ab al-Iman
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MAL-LAM YASHKURIN-NASA LAM YASHKURIL-LAH.

“He who is not grateful to people is not grateful to Allah.”
at-Tirmidhi

(100)
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‘INNAMAL ‘A"MALU BIL KHAWATIM.

“Actions will be judged by their end.”
Sahih ibn Hibban
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The Lives of the Great Compilers of Ahadith

There have been many great personalities in Islam'’s history who have
dedicated their entire lives in memorizing, compiling, studying, and
teachingthe words, actions and approvals of the Prophet of Allah #.

The likes of Abu Hurayrah, Aba Bakr, ~Abdullah ibn ~Amr ibn al->As,
*Aishah, ~Abdullah ibn Mas™ ad, Abta Masa al-Ash ™ ari, ~Abdullah ibn
“Abbas, Anas, Abt Said al-Khudri, *Abdullah ibn *Umar and many
other companions 4 were the first to memorize the Ahadith of the
Prophet, and itis from them that the chains of narration start.

The Companions 4 then taught these Ahadith to their students who
would travel from all across the Muslim world to hear and learn from
the words of the Prophet. Many would travel thousands of miles to
hear even a single Hadith from its narrator.

These students worked tirelessly in propagating the message of the
Prophet #. Some went further and dedicated themselves and their
resources to compiling, documenting and categorizing the Ahadith.

As time passed and the number of narrators grew it was seen as
necessary thata standard or criteria be enforced that would be a way of
assessing the reliability of narrators. In this standard all such matters
were investigated that would have any bearing on what was being
transmitted, including honesty, strength of memory/particularity in
writing, ideology, practical adherence to Shari*ah, etc. Even items
such as place and date of birth and death, as well as all places of travel
were documented to ascertain the possibility of a particular narrator
meeting and thus narrating from another. Work was thus carried out in
investigating all the narrators (not only from that point on but right from
the companions of the Prophet #) with regards to their reliability and
accuracy in regards to the transmission of Ahadith.
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The First Era (the Companions of the Prophet :)

Listed below are a few Sahabah who in addition to memorizing and
transmitting Ahadith, also made their own compilations.

*Abdullah ibn *Amr ibnal-*As

This well-known companion of the Prophet # made a compilation of a
number of Ahadith during the lifetime of the Prophet % which he
named as-Sahifah as-Sadiqah. This has been reported by Imam al-
Bukhari

“Ali ibn Abi Talib .

The Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law, “Ali ¢ had also made a
compilation of the sayings of the Prophet. This has been reported by
Imam al-Bukhariand Imam Abt Dawad.

Other Sahabah

“Amr ibn Hazm, Jabir ibn “Abdullah, Abii Hurayrah, and Mughirah
ibn Shu”bah, are some of the other companions who compiled
various sayings of the Prophet i.

As the Companions « of the Prophet % began to leave this world, the
Khalifah of the time “Umar ibn “Abdul “Aziz ordered that all the
known Ahadith be gathered. For this he specifically assigned the Qadi
(judge) of Madinah; a man by the name of Abu Bakr ibn Hazm. He
became the first person to compile various Ahadith from many
different narrators.
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The Second Era (100-200 A.H.)

The first century A.H. came to an end and many relatively minor
notable compilations of Ahadith had been started. It was at this time
that the compilations of Qadi Aba Bakr, Imam Zuhri, and many other
leading scholars of that time, started gaining prominence. This century
saw the sciences of compiling Ahadith gather great pace. In addition to
the words of the Prophet # the sayings and rulings of the Companions
were also collected and separate rules were instated for this.

AFew Notable Books of the Second Century

Kitab al- Athar

Compiled by the great jurist of the second century Imam Abu Hanifah,
Nu“man Bin Thabit. He compiled his book after selecting authentic
narrations from a total 40,000 narrations.

Mu" atta’ of Imam Malik

Compiled by the great Imam Malik ibn Anas of Madinah. He too only
included authentic narrations, most of which were taken from those
who heard narrations directly from the companions. This is one of the
earliest compilations that still exist and are extensively used today.

Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah

Compiled by Imam Abt Bakr, “Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi
Shaybah. He was a great scholar of Ahadith who lived in Kafah. His
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compilation excelled other compilations of his time and remains a
source of reference till this day. He died in Muharram 235 AH.

Musannaf *Abdur-Razzaq

Abt  Bakr *Abdur-Razzaq ibn Humam ibn Nafi® al-Humayri was a
resident of San" a, a city of Yemen. he died at the age of 85 on the 15th
of Shawwal 211 AH.

The Third Era (200-300 A.H.)

The Abbasid Khilafah, despite its brilliant contributions to Islam,
brought along with it many thorny problems. Greek Philosophy had a
free flow into the Islamic world. This was fully sanctioned by the
government until eventually it declared the Mu"tazilah school of
thought as the state religion. Anyone who opposed the Mu"tazilah
school of thought would be ipso facto opposing the state.

With the influence of Greek philosophy infiltrating within the people,
many Muslims began attempting to reconcile between revelation and
(what was at that time available of “scientific”/philosophic) reason. As
a result they themselves deviated and misled many innocent, ill-
informed Muslims away from Allah and His Way.

Many scholars of Islam had come to the fore in order to defend the
Shari*ah. Forgeries and interpolations in Hadith by rulers who wished
to establish their personal motives was common. At the end of the first
century “Umar ibn “Abdul “Aziz initiated a movement for the
compilation of the Ahadith of the Prophet #, as a solution to many
problems. This mission continued to answer new problems and was
undertaken in this century by many towering scholars of Islam.
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In this Century the science of Ahadith excelled like never before and
each area/field within this science reached completion, and criteria
and standards became universally standardized amongst the scholars.
It was also during this era that the Kutub as- Sittah ( The Six Books) were
compiled. These six books are:

Al-Jami” as-Sahih Lil Bukhari

Compiled by Imam al-Bukhari, whose name was Muhammad ibn
Isma"il, of Bukhara (of the Creater Khurasan - this city is in modern-
day Uzbekistan). Imam al-Bukhariwas bornin 194 A.H. and he died in
256 A.H.

Imam al-Bukharitravelled to cities far and wide for the transmission of
Ahadith and had gained immense knowledge while sitting far from his
own country for several years. He stated himself, “To seek knowledge, |
travelled to Egypt and Syria twice, Basrah four times, spent six years in
Hijaz (Makkah and Madinah and their surrounding area) and left for
Kafah and Baghdad on many occasions accompanied by many
different Muhaddithin.”

Imam al-Bukhari only included authentic narrations which met his
very strict criteria. He spent 16 years compiling this great piece of
work, now renowned the world over as the most authentic book after
the Holy Qur*an. It is a compilation of over 7,000 authentic
narrations, chosen from over 100,000 authentic Ahadith known to
him.

Imam al-Bukhari is also the teacher of many of the other compilers of

Ahadith, notable amongst whom are Imam Muslim, and Imam at-
Tirmidhi- who often cites Imam al-Bukharias a reference.
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Al-Jami" as-Sahih Li Muslim

Compiled by Imam Muslim, whose name was Muslim ibn Hajjaj, of
Nayshapur (of the Greater Khurasan - this city is in modern-day Iran).
Imam Muslim was born in 206 A.H. and he died in 261 A.H.

Imam Muslim compiled his book in a very similar manner to that of
Imam al-Bukhari. His book also consists of over 7,000 Ahadith which
he chose from nearly 300,000 narrations.

Imam Muslim travelled widely to collect traditions in Arabia, Egypt,
Syria and Iraq, where he attended the lectures of some of the
prominent Traditionists of his time: Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Ahmad ibn
Hambeal, “Ubaydullah al-Qawariri, Qutaybah ibn Sa“id, *Abdullah
ibn Maslamah, Harmalah ibn Yahya, and others.

This compilation is seen as an equal to that of Imam al-Bukhari, and if a
narration appears in both compilations it is classed as Muttafaq *Alayh
(agreed upon).

Although Imam Muslim did not need to categorize the different
Ahadith that he used in his compilation - as they all are authentic, he
prefixed to his compilation a very illuminating introduction, in which
he specified some of the principles which he had followed in the
choice of his material. These principles are held in high esteem by all
scholars of Ahadith.

Al-Jami” as-Sunan Lit-Tirmidhi

Compiled by Imam at-Tirmidhi, whose name was Muhammad Ibn Is3,
of Turmudh, a small town near Marw (this was also part of the Greater
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Khurasan and is in modern day Turkmenistan). Imam at-Tirmidhi was
bornin 209 A.H. and he died in 279 A.H.

He mainly used the styles of both al-Bukhari and Abu Dawud in
compiling his book, as he is among their students. He is also a student
of Imam Muslim. However Imam at-Tirmidhi also narrated many
Ahadith to Imam al-Bukariand Imam Muslim, and as a result, his name
is mentioned twice in the Sahih of Imam al-Bukhari (although Imam
Muslim has not included a narration through him in his compilation).

Notably, Imam at-Tirmidhi records those traditions which are (or were)
acted upon by the different schools of thought and many of the major
scholars of the time. Of the six books, his is the only one which
categorizes the different Ahadith which are included within it. He also
gives explanations of difficult words/terms, and the categoric sequence
of his compilation - which is the best from the six - makes it very easy to
search for narrations within it.

Many books of Hadith were compiled before Imam at-Tirmidhi
decided to compile his Al-Jami*. Imam al-Bukhari compiled his Sahih
and omitted all weak narrations from it. His main objective was to
derive masa'il/laws from the relevant Hadith. Imam Muslim compiled
his book with a primary focus on the isnad (different chain of
narrators). Imam an-Nasa'T's aim was to mention the discrepancies of
the Hadith, whilst Imam Aba Dawud prepared a book which became
the basis for the Fugaha (Jurists). Imam at-Tirmidhi combined the styles
of all four by only including narrations which Masa'il/points of conflict
have been derived from, by mentioning the status of the texts and the
narrators, and also by making his compilation a basis for the jurists.

Imam at-Tirmidhinarrates over 4,000 traditions.
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Sunan Abu Dawud

Compiled by Imam Abt Dawud, whose name was Sulayman ibn
Sha’th, of Sajistan (this was also part of the Greater Khurasan and is in
modern day Iran). Imam Abt Dawtd was born in 202 A.H. and he
diedin275AH.

This compilation is of only those Ahadith which Imam Abt Dawad
considered as authentic. There are certain narrations which other
scholars disagree on their being classified as Sahih (authentic),
although they would still classify as Hasan (acceptable).

He compiled his book of 4,800 narrations from 500,000 Ahadith.
What makes this book notable amongst its contemporaries is that just
as it is a great contribution to the science of Ahadith, it is an even
greater contribution to the science of Figh (jurisprudence). Among the
scholars of the time it was regularly used as a base and even as an
arbitrator for the derivation and proving of Masa'il.

Sunan an-Nasa'i (al-Mujtaba)

Compiled by Imam an-Nasa’i, whose name was Ahmad ibn Shu"ayb.
He was of a town called Nasa (this was also part of the Creater
Khurasan - in modern day Turkmenistan). Imam an-Nasa’i was born in
215A.H.and hediedin 303 A.H.

Imam an-Nasa'i originally compiled his larger book, Sunan al-Kubra,
which he presented to the governor of Ramalah. The governor asked
him if the narrations were all Sahih, to which he replied in the negative.
On this the governor made a request that he compile another book
with only Sahih Ahadith. Imam an-Nasa'i did this and named his book
as-Sunan as-Sughra (the small Sunan) and al-Mujtaba (and also al-
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Mujtana - both words mean carefully chosen). This is the Sunan which
is know as Sunan an-Nasa'l.

As in the compilation of Imam Abt Dawad, in this compilation too
there are certain narrations which other scholars disagree on their
being classified as Sahih (authentic), although, here too, most would
still classify as Hasan (acceptable). The number of narrations exceed
5,000.

Sunan Ibn Majah

Compiled by Imam Ibn Majah, whose name was Muhammad ibn
Yazid ibn Abdullah, of Qazwin (this was also part of the Creater
Khurasan and is in modern day Iran). Imam Ibn Majah was born in 207
A.H. and he died in 275 A.H. (Though some say he lived from 209
AH.to273 A.H.)

His patronymic title “Majah” means “month” in ancient Persian
(corresponding to modern mah), and may have been his father's title.
Alternatively it is reported to be his grandmother's name, and his link to
her was well known amongst his people. This second reasoning has
been given more popularity.

At the age of 22, he left his hometown to travel the Islamic world;
among the areas he visited were Kafah, Basrah, Egypt, Sham (Syria),
Baghdad, Rayy, Makkah, Madinah, and throughout Khurasan.

After his travels, he wrote the Sunan Ibn Majah, recording more than
4,000 Ahadith, of which 3,002 are recorded by the other five
collectors; of the 1,339 Ahadith unique to him, 428 are graded Sahih
(authentic), while the remainder are less certain. According to lbn
Kathir, he also wrote a tafsir (commentary) of the Qur’an and a book on
history, but neither survived.
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Scholars began to add him to the canonical five Ahadith collectors
from the 13th century, but this remains a somewhat controversial
placing, as many give preference to Imam Malik’s al-Muwatta’ over
this. Nevertheless, this remains a very great work on the subject to
which Muslims today, as in the past, remain indebted.

The above mentioned books are only a few of those compiled by many
great scholars of Islam which have proven themselves as an essential
part of Din. May Allah reward them and us and may He guide us to
serving his religion in an equally vital way as they had done before us...

...Amin

47



TRANSLITERATION GUIDE

Please take note of the table below as our transliteration method may be
different to those adopted by others.

The transliterated symbols are unvarying in pronunciation, e.g. the
representation “s” will remain pronounced as “s” and not distort to “z” in any
circumstance, e.g. Islam is not pronounced Izlam.

While every effort has been made to ensure the transliteration is as close to the
Arabic as possible, no alphabet can ever fully represent another.

This is all the more true where recitation of Qur’anic verses is concerned as this
must adhere to the very precise science of Tajwid. It is therefore imperative that
the readers do not consider a transliteration a substitute for learning to read
Arabic correctly from a competent teacher.

VOWELS
Ala SHORT“A”AS IN*AGO” 1/i SHORT“I”’AS IN“SIT”
Ala LONG“A’AS IN“HAT” /i LONG VOWEL AS IN“SEE”
AY or Al DIPHTHONG AS IN“PAGE” AW or AU DIPHTHONGAS IN“HOME”
¢ ABRUPT START/PAUSE DOES U /u SHORT“U”AS IN“PUT”
NOT OCCUR IN ENGLISH U/a LONG VOWEL AS IN“FOOD”
CONSONANTS

B |“B” NO “H” ATTACHED
T |“T” NO “H” ATTACHED

D “DH” USING SIDES OF
* |THE TONGUE

TH |“TH" AS IN THIN T “T" WITH RAISED TONGUE
7 | 'TH' ASIN THEN, SOUND
H |“H” GUTTURAL SOUND ~ _|IS WITH RAISED TONGUE
“KH” VERY GUTTURAL GUTTURAL SOUND -
NO TONGUE USAGE ACCOMPANIES VOWEL
D [“D” NO “H” ATTACHED GH |'GH' VERY GUTTURAL
NO TONGUE USAGE

DH [“TH” AS IN THEN
S [“S” ONLY - NOT “Z”

SH |“SH” AS IN SHIN
S |'S" WITH RAISED TONGUE

Q “K” WITH BACK OF
TONGUE RAISED

W [“W” READ - NOT SILENT
Y |“Y” ONLY - NOT “I”

Q&S |ele | ne e |
2
==

Gle| G || v (6| &

Note: Double consonants must be pronounced with emphasis on both letters
without pause, e.g. ALLAHUMMA should be read AL-LAHUM-MA.

SYMBOLS

SALLALLAHU *ALAYHI WA SALLAM
FOR MUHAMMAD“PEACE BE UPON HIM”

4z SUBHANAHU WA TA™ALA
" | FOR ALLAH“GLORIFIED AND EXALTED IS HE”

*ALAYHIS-SALAM
FOR PROPHETS“PEACE BE UPON THEM”

RADIYAL-LAHU *ANHU
FOR COMPANIONS“ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM”
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